
ZACHARY K. GERMAN 
 
1640 Cumberland Avenue              E-Mail: zgerman@utk.edu        
Knoxville, TN 37996                         LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/zacharygerman/  

 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENT  
 
Assistant Professor, Institute of American Civics  

at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville         2025-Present 
 
Assistant Professor, School of Civic and Economic Thought and Leadership  

at Arizona State University                   2017-25 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D.  Political Science, University of Notre Dame                                                        2017  
  Fields: Constitutional Studies and Political Theory  
 
M.A.  Political Science, University of Notre Dame                                                        2014   
 
B.A.  Political Science, Lee University, Summa cum Laude                                               2012   
 
MAIN RESEARCH INTERESTS 
American Political Thought and Constitutionalism; Early Modern Political Thought; Statesmanship; 
Civic Education; Politics and Culture; Politics and Religion 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Journal Articles  
“What is My Duty as a Voter?: Frederick Douglass’s Framework for the Civic Responsibility of  

Voting,” Political Science Quarterly (forthcoming).  
 
“The Visible Hands of Statesmanship: Adam Smith on Trade Policy,” Political Science Reviewer 47,  

no.1 (2023): 268-94. 
https://politicalsciencereviewer.wisc.edu/index.php/psr/article/view/771 

 
“‘America, You Great Unfinished Symphony’: Hamilton: An American Musical and the Challenge of  

Civic Education.” American Political Thought: A Journal of Ideas, Institutions, and Culture 11, no. 3 
 (2022): 372-99. https://doi.org/10.1086/720661   
 
“Constitutional Humility: The Contested Meaning of a Judicial Virtue.” With Robert J. Burton.  

American Political Thought: A Journal of Ideas, Institutions, and Culture 10, no. 2 (2021): 238-70.  
https://doi.org/10.1086/713665   

 
“What Prudence is Allowed to Produce: Montesquieu on the Knowledge of Statesmanship.” Political  

Science Reviewer 44, no. 2 (2020): 449-77. 
https://politicalsciencereviewer.wisc.edu/index.php/psr/article/view/625    
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Book Chapters  
“Beyond Mandate Talk: Madisonian Constitutionalism and Democratic Discourse.” In James  

Madison’s Constitution: A Double Security and a Parchment Barrier, 237-56. Ed. Eric T. Kasper and  
Howard Schweber (University of Georgia Press, 2025). 
https://ugapress.org/book/9780820368016/james-madisons-constitution/     

 
“Reverence, Hope, and Charity: The Democratic Virtues of Lincoln’s Political Religion.” In Lincoln  

and Democratic Statesmanship, 20-57. Ed. Michael P. Zuckert (University Press of Kansas,  
2020). https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv15d81js.5  

 
“The Aim of Every Political Constitution: The American Founders and the Election of Trump.”  

With Robert J. Burton and Michael P. Zuckert. In Trump and Political Philosophy: Patriotism,  
Cosmopolitanism, and Civic Virtue, 215-36. Ed. Marc Benjamin Sable and Angel Jaramillo  
Torres (Palgrave Macmillan, 2018). https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-74427-8_12  

 
Refereed Conference Proceedings 
“‘We Are Not Enemies, but Friends’: Teaching Civil Discourse and American Political Thought.” In  

Reading by Starlight: Core Texts from Confucius to Zadie Smith – Selected Papers from the Twenty-Fourth  
& Twenty-Fifth Annual Conferences for the Association for Core Texts and Courses. Ed. Tuan  
Hoang and Michael Dink, Samuel Stoner, Alan Pichanik, Catherine Klancer, Elizabeth-Jane  
McGuire (Association for Core Texts and Courses, forthcoming 2025).  

 
Book Reviews 
Lincoln’s Rise to Eloquence: How He Gained the Presidential Nomination, by D. Leigh Henson. Journal of the  

Abraham Lincoln Association (forthcoming 2025).  
 
“Returning to the Heights of Statesmanship.” Review of The Statesman as Thinker: Portraits of Greatness,  

Courage, and Moderation, by Daniel J. Mahoney. The University Bookman, December 4, 2022. 
https://kirkcenter.org/reviews/returning-to-the-heights-of-statesmanship/     

 
An Anti-Federalist Constitution: The Development of Dissent in the Ratification Debates, by Michael J.  Faber.  

Political Science Quarterly 135, no. 3 (2020): 545-47. https://doi.org/10.1002/polq.13079  
 
Other Writings 
“Essay 76: ‘How Religious Beliefs at Times Turn the Souls of the Americans Toward  

Immaterial Enjoyments’ (Vol. 2, Pt. 2, Ch. 15).” In The Genius of America – A Journey Into Our  
Republic: A Study on Alexis de Tocqueville’s Democracy in America. Constituting America (2025). 
https://constitutingamerica.org/90day-dt-essay-76-how-religious-belief-sometimes-diverts-   
the-thoughts-of-americans-toward-spiritual-pleasures-guest-essayist-zachary-german/ 

 
“Essay 59: ‘Why the Study of Greek and Latin Literature is Particularly Useful in Democratic  

Societies’ & ‘How American Democracy Has Modified the English Language’ (Vol. 2, Pt. 1,  
Chs. 15-16).” In The Genius of America – A Journey Into Our Republic: A Study on Alexis de  
Tocqueville’s Democracy in America. Constituting America (2025).  
https://constitutingamerica.org/90day-dt-essay-59-why-the-study-of-greek-and-latin- 
literature-is-particularly-useful-in-democratic-communities-how-american-democracy-has- 
modified-the-english-language-guest-essayist-zachary-german/ 
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“What Citizens Should Read.” CREATED: Bi-weekly articles of life and culture, Issue 18 (2023).  
https://beckandstone.com/created/what-citizens-should-read   

 
“Humility, Hubris, and the Next Supreme Court Justice.” With Robert J. Burton. Starting Points: A  

Journal of American Principles and American Practices, March 20, 2017.  
https://startingpointsjournal.com/humility-hubris-supreme-court-gorsuch/ 

 
“What Lincoln Still Teaches Us 150 Years Later,” The Irish Rover, April 18, 2015.  
 https://irishrover.net/2015/04/what-lincoln-still-teaches-us-150-years-later/  
 
DISSERTATION  
 
Spirit, Statesmanship, and the New Sciences of Politics: Montesquieu, the Federalists, and the Anti-Federalists 

Winner of the 2019 Best Dissertation Award from the American Political Thought Section 
of the American Political Science Association, for the best dissertation on American political 
thought in 2017 and 2018  

  
WORKS IN PROGRESS 
 
Making a Constitution: Montesquieu, the American Founding, and the Challenge of Statesmanship   
 
The Cambridge Companion to Localism  

(coedited with Tyler Moore, under contract with Cambridge University Press)  
 
“Imagination and Civic Education: C.S. Lewis on the Formation of Citizens” (article project) 
 
“Tocquevillian Civic Formation” (article project) 
 
EXTERNAL FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS 
 
Research Grant – Mercatus Center                 2023 
James Buchanan Fellowship – Mercatus Center                     2022 
Book Manuscript Workshop Funding – Institute for Humane Studies        2020 
Marcia Whitney Fellowship – Institute for Humane Studies                                                   2016-17 
Calihan Travel Grant – Acton Institute                                                                     2014, 2015, 2016   
H.B. Earhart Fellowship – Earhart Foundation                                                        2012-13, 2013-14   
Dan Searle Fellowship – Institute for Humane Studies                                                           2012-13 
Robert W. Sledge Fellowship – Alpha Chi National College Honor Society                            2012-13   
 
INVITED TALKS 
   
“Talkin’ about Mandates”                   Upcoming 2025 
 Constitution Day lecture; Christendom College; Front Royal, VA 
 
“Lincoln and America’s Civic Faith”                                              2024 
 Center for Responsible Citizenship; Lee University, Cleveland, TN  
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“Lincoln and America’s Civic Faith”             2023 
 Virtual; Christian Legal Society Leadership Roundtable 
 
“The Story of Statesmanship: Hamilton: An American Musical and the Character      2023 
 of Leaders”  
 Virtual; Institute of World Politics 
 
“Hamilton: An American Musical and the Constitution’s Place in the                               2022 
 Founding Story” 
 Constitution Day lecture; Texas A&M-Commerce; Commerce, TX 
 
“Montesquieu’s Challenges and the Founders’ Answers”          2021 
 Virtual; McDonald Center for America’s Founding Principles; Mercer University  

 
Pi Sigma Alpha Spring Banquet               2021 
 Lee University; Cleveland, TN 
 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS [LAST 5 YEARS] 
 
“Doing Good While Not Doing Any Harm: Frederick Douglass on Voting”                              2025 
 Midwest Political Science Association Conference: Chicago, IL  
 
“Imagination and Civic Education: C.S. Lewis on the Formation of Citizens”                             2024 
 Midwest Political Science Association Conference; Chicago, IL 
 [virtual participation] 
 
“Tocquevillian Civic Formation: Knowledge, Habit, Character”                              2023 
 American Political Science Association Conference; Los Angeles, CA 
 
“Adam Smith and the Statesmanship of the Invisible Hand”                                2022 
 Paper Workshop; Mercatus Center; Fairfax, VA 
 
“The Civic Education of Lin-Manuel Miranda’s Hamilton: An American Musical”                
 New England Political Science Association Virtual Meeting         2021 

Midwest Political Science Association Virtual Meeting         2021 
 
“Constitutional Humility: The Contested Meaning of a Judicial Virtue”       2020 
 American Political Science Association Virtual Meeting; with Robert J. Burton  
 
COURSES TAUGHT 
 
Classic Texts in Political Philosophy and Justice (graduate-level course)  
Debating American Constitutionalism  
Engaging Civically 
Great Debates in American Politics  
Hamilton and the Founders 
Liberalism and Conservatism in America  
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Lincoln: Rhetoric, Thought, Statesmanship 
Modern Political Thought  
Political Thought and Literature [previously taught under the title “Politics & Literature”] 
 Topic Title: C.S. Lewis: Reason, Imagination, and Politics 
Tocqueville’s Democracy in America [taught under the titles “Democracy in America” and  

“Tocqueville on Liberty, Equality, and Democracy”] 
 
TEACHER TRAINING AND RECOGNITION 
 
Nominee, The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Teaching Award [ASU]         2023, 2025 
Effective Teaching Practices                         2017-18 
 Association of College and University Educators faculty development course 
Teaching at ASU               2017 
 ASU 2017-18 New Assistant Professor Workshop  
How to Teach Effectively and Prepare for an Academic Career in the Humanities and             

Social Sciences                                                                                                                 2015  
Summer course – Kaneb Center at the University of Notre Dame   

Teaching (with) Writing                                                                                                               2015  
Summer course – Kaneb Center   

Striving for Excellence in College and University Teaching Certificate                                         2015   
 Certificate granted by the Kaneb Center 
 
STUDENT ENGAGEMENT 
 
SCETL Student Assembly                  2021; 2022-2025 
 Faculty advisor of ASU student organization  
 
SCETL Movie Night: The Truman Show                     2022 
 Discussion leader; School of Civic and Economic Thought  
 and Leadership and the SCETL Student Assembly (ASU)  
 
Bridge the Gap                      2018; 2019; 2021 
 Discussion facilitator; Bridge USA at ASU  
 
Democracy in America – Political Theory                                             2021 
 Faculty director; undergraduate discussion colloquium at ASU; sponsored by  
 the Institute for Humane Studies 
 
The Political Thought of Frederick Douglass                                                                   2020 
 Faculty director; undergraduate discussion colloquium at ASU; sponsored by  
 the Institute for Humane Studies 
 
The Pacificus-Helvidius Debates                         2019 
 Guest speaker; Alexander Hamilton Society at ASU  
 
The Political Thought of Abraham Lincoln                                  2019 
 Faculty director; undergraduate discussion colloquium at ASU; sponsored by 
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 the Institute for Humane Studies  
 
IHS Book Club (at ASU)                  2018 
 Director and discussion leader; sponsored by the Institute for Humane Studies   
 
K-12 AND HIGHER EDUCATION CIVIC EDUCATION INITIATIVES 
 
The American Mind: A Workshop on Teaching Civics with Primary Texts                  2025 
 Institute of American Civics; Knoxville, TN 
 
American Civic Tradition Fellowship Summer Institute                     2025 
 2 sessions and other participation for teacher institute/fellowship  
 program; Jack Miller Center; Philadelphia, PA 
 
New Educators Civics Bootcamp             2025 
 4 sessions for weeklong series of teacher workshops; Center for  
 American Civics; Tempe, AZ 
 
Separation of Powers Teacher Workshop                          2025 
 1 session for teacher workshop; Center for American Civics;  
 Tempe, AZ 
 
Electoral College Workshop                                    2024 
 1 session for teacher workshop; Bill of Rights Institute; Phoenix, AZ 
 
American History Content Workshops (Topics: American Founding and Civil War)      
 2 sessions for teacher workshops; Center for American Civics;  
 Chandler and Mesa, AZ             2024 
 
American Institutions Content Workshops (Topics: Separation of Powers and Judicial Review)  
 2 sessions for teacher workshops; Center for American Civics;  
 Chandler, Tempe, and Mesa, AZ                       2024 
 Chandler, AZ                                    2025 

 
We the People Summer Institute (Topic: Federalists and Anti-Federalists)        2024 
 1 session for teacher institute; Arizona Bar Foundation; Chandler, AZ 
 
Civic Leadership Institute: Abraham Lincoln, Frederick Douglass,                               2024 
 and American Principles  
 Faculty co-director; summer seminar for high-school students 
 
Civic Leadership Institute: The First Amendment                                           2023 
 Faculty co-director; summer seminar for high-school students 
 
Being an American Teacher Workshop                                  2023 
 3 sessions for teacher workshop; Bill of Rights Institute; Tucson, AZ 
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Civic Leadership Institute: Constitutional Rights and Liberties         2022 
 Faculty co-director; summer seminar for high-school students 
 
Civic Leadership Institute Virtual: The Struggle over the Constitution                   2021 
 Faculty co-director; remote learning experience for high-school students 
 
Civic Literacy Curriculum                               2020-21 
 Content reviewer; Center for Political Thought and Leadership (now  
 the Center for American Civics)  
 
Civic Leadership Institute Virtual: The American Constitution in Action                             2020 
 Faculty co-director; remote learning experience for high-school students 
 
Civic Leadership Institute: Abraham Lincoln and American Principles        2019 
 Faculty co-director; summer seminar for high-school students  
 
Civic Leadership Institute: Constitutional Rights and Liberties                               2018 
 Faculty co-director; summer seminar for high-school students  
 
OTHER UNIVERSITY ACTIVITIES 
 
What’s Ailing Liberal Democracy? What Tocqueville Can Still Teach Us                                     2018 
 Event co-organizer; School of Civic and Economic Thought and 
 Leadership (ASU)  
 
Faculty Reading Group: Abraham Lincoln                            2017-18 
 Director and discussion leader; School of Civic and Economic Thought 
 and Leadership (ASU)  
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE  
 
Editorial Assistant, American Political Thought: A Journal of Ideas, Institutions, and Culture              2014-15 
Manuscript Reviewer: American Political Thought: A Journal of Ideas, Institutions, and Culture ; Perspectives on 
Political Science ; Political Science Reviewer ; Publius: The Journal of Federalism ; Review of Politics  
 
OTHER CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION [LAST 5 YEARS] 
Discussant, “Citizenship, Truth, and Arendt”                      2025 
 Midwest Political Science Association Conference; Chicago, IL 
Discussant, “Church and State: On the Foundations of Obligation and                                       2024 

Communal Bonds” 
Midwest Political Science Association Conference; Chicago, IL 
[virtual participation]  

Discussant, “Civic Character & Education”                                  2023 
 American Political Science Association Conference; Los Angeles, CA 
Moderator, “Opinion, Truth, and the Tyranny of the Majority: Plato, Locke,                   2023 
 and John Stuart Mill”  
 School of Civic and Economic Thought and Leadership Annual Conference 
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Elinor Ostrom’s Political Economy                       2022 
 James Buchanan Fellowship virtual colloquium 
Liberty, Authority, and Power in the Work of Robert Nisbet                    2022 
 Liberty Fund conference; Indianapolis, IN 
James Buchanan’s Political Economy                       2022 
 James Buchanan Fellowship virtual colloquium 
F.A. Hayek’s Political Economy            2022 
 James Buchanan Fellowship virtual colloquium 
Adam Smith’s Political Economy             2022 
 James Buchanan Fellowship colloquium; Fairfax, VA  
Civic Education and the American Republic                                  2021 
 Jack Miller Center Summer Institute; Douglasville, GA 
Discussant, “Art of Belonging: Nation, City, Soul”                                 2021 
 Midwest Political Science Association Virtual Conference 
                                                                                                               

 


