CYNTHIA D. PADILLA 
5408 Wildercliff Lane Knoxville, TN  37918 
865-705-4772 cindy.padilla@rocketmail.com 
 
 
EXPERIENCE 

 
Personal Staff Attorney 	 	 	 	 	 	Feb. 2013 to Present Tennessee Court of Appeals Knoxville, Tennessee 
 
Personal Staff Attorney (formerly known as Senior Law Clerk) for Judge Thomas R. Frierson, II 
 
· Draft proposed appellate opinions for Judge Frierson’s review concerning a wide variety of civil law topics, including corporate law, health care liability, torts, property, wills and estates, divorce and child custody, parental rights termination, and adoption.   
· Conduct review of appellate records and perform thorough multi-jurisdictional legal research and analysis of applicable authority. 
· Supervise, mentor, and work cooperatively with other chambers attorneys and interns to achieve workload objectives. 
· Perform significant and meticulous editing of all opinions produced in chambers. 
· Prepare comprehensive bench memoranda for use by the Court during oral arguments. 
· Interact with attorneys and staff from other chambers concerning routing and review of judicial opinions as well as other court functions.  
 
 
Adjunct Professor of Law  	 	 	 	 	Jan. 2013 to May 2020 University of Tennessee College of Law Knoxville, Tennessee 
 
Legal Process II (Legal analysis and legal writing) 
 
· Instructed first-year law students in analyzing legal principles from a variety of sources, recognizing and utilizing different types of legal reasoning, supporting an argument with appropriate legal authority and logic, and writing in a precise and persuasive manner for the court. 
· Reinforced research skills acquired in legal research courses, with an emphasis on efficient and effective computerized research, the importance of updating research, and proper use of mandatory and persuasive authority. 
· Developed a curriculum to ensure that all course goals were met and that ample time was provided for instruction, writing, student engagement, editing, and feedback. 
· Created projects for students’ use in the course that were timely, challenging, and engaging. 
· Evaluated students, providing extensive written and oral feedback. 
· Met with students individually to support classroom instruction. 
· Provided instruction concerning proper Bluebook citation form. 
 
 
Senior Law Clerk  	 	 	 	 	 	 	Jan. 2013 to Feb. 2013 Tennessee Court of Appeals Knoxville, Tennessee 
 
	 	Unassigned to Chambers 
 
• Performed extensive legal research and drafted memoranda and proposed opinions for various appellate judges.  (This position was created to ensure my continuity of employment with the Court of Appeals during the transition period between Judge Franks’s retirement and Judge Frierson’s appointment.) 
 
 
Senior Law Clerk  	 	 	 	 	 	 	Sept. 1999 to Jan. 2013 Tennessee Court of Appeals Knoxville, Tennessee 
 
Senior Law Clerk for Judge Herschel P. Franks, former Presiding Judge 
 
· Performed multi-jurisdictional legal research and provided assistance in drafting appellate opinions, with particular emphasis on review of appellate records, discovery and analysis of applicable legal authority, and precise legal writing. 
· Attended oral arguments to hear and record critical information. 
· Prepared bench memoranda and bench briefs for judges on a variety of legal issues. 
 
 
Solo Practice  	 	 	 	 	 	 	June 1998 to Sept. 1999 Knoxville, Tennessee 
 
	 	Civil Practice 
 
• Successfully maintained a solo civil practice with a concentration in domestic relations and drafting of wills. 
 
 	 
Associate Attorney  	 	 	 	 	 	May 1995 to June 1998 Sobieski, Messer, and Associates  Knoxville, TN 
 
	 	Civil Practice 
 
· Represented a number of clients with respect to a variety of civil law issues, including civil rights, personal injury, domestic relations, business-related disputes, wills and estates, and adoption. 
· Responsibilities included first and second chair trial practice, trial preparation, drafting of pleadings and briefs both at the trial court and appellate court levels, legal research, interviewing witnesses/parties, client relations, correspondence with opposing counsel, maintenance of computer research programs, oversight of law clerks, and file organization. 
 
 
EDUCATION 

 
Doctor of Jurisprudence  	December 1994 University of Tennessee College of Law  	  
 	 
· Graduated Magna Cum Laude 
· Ranked first in December graduating class 
· Recipient - American Jurisprudence Award in Contracts I and Legal Process I 
· Dean’s List 
· Member of Moot Court Board 
· Teaching Assistant for Appellate Practice Class 
· President - Law Women 
 	 
Bachelor of Science: Business Administration  	 	 	December 1991 University of Tennessee – Knoxville 
 
· Graduated Cum Laude 
· Recipient - University of Tennessee Alumni Scholarship 
 
 
BAR ADMISSION 

 
	Tennessee  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  	1995 
 
 	 

ADDITIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 
· Prepared and presented a joint CLE presentation regarding appellate practice for Knoxville Bar Association, 2019. 
· Volunteered and assisted with University of Tennessee College of Law intramural competitions including judging of Ray H. Jenkins Trial Competition and First-Year Advocacy Competition, 2023. 
· Collaborated with Judge Frierson and chambers staff to develop office policies and procedures, 2013 to present. 
· Supervised and mentored a number of interns and externs in chambers, 2014 to present. 
· Developed, orchestrated, and managed several charity events for family-run nonprofit, Frankie’s Lift for a Cause, benefitting local children with serious illnesses, 2015 through 2024. 
· Co-founded and continue to co-manage a thriving local gym and personal training studio with my spouse, 2009 to present. 
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